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Elsevier B.V. All rights reserved.DNA technology has revolutionized the way investigations
are carried out today. This technological advancement has
even played a vital role in solving the mysteries of yesteryears.
DNA analysis on the remains of King Richard III is another
feather in the cap of this modern investigative technique that
presents an overwhelming body of evidence for the remains
to be those of King Richard III.1 King Richard III was the last
king of England to have died in battle. His remains were exca-
vated in 2012 from a car park in Leicester. In February 2013, a
formal announcement into the discovery of the remains of
King Richard III was made. Since then archeological, osteo-
logical, and dental investigations have been successfully car-
ried out on the remains to report various interestingobservations relating to the medical conditions, trauma, and
possible cause of death.2,3
DNA analysis has changed the face of the investigations in
modern times. It has become an essential tool for identiﬁcation
of victims in natural mass disasters, bombings, air crashes etc.
where the bodies are mutilated beyond recognition. Besides, it
also plays a vital role in the identiﬁcation of the perpetrators/
criminals in crime investigations today. DNA technology has
brought about a successful conviction of the guilty and has
helped in acquittal of the innocent suspects in innumerable
cases. The power of DNA technology is such that the technol-
ogy has been used to solve ‘cold cases’ and mysteries buried in
history.
In this regard, the National Institute of Justice (NIJ), the
research, development and evaluation agency of the U.S.
Department of Justice provides funding for solving ‘cold cases’
using DNA analysis. The investigations into the ‘Boston
Strangler Case’ are one such example of the use of DNA
technology in conﬁrming the involvement of Albert De
Salvo, also known as the Boston Strangler in the murder of
Mary Sullivan who was raped and strangled more than 50
years back in 1964.4 Over the years DNA technology hasll rights
74 T. Kanchan et al.proved to be a path breaking invention and this technological
advancement in modern investigations will hopefully solve
many more mysteries in the time to come. The developing
world however, is lagging far behind owing to ﬁnancial con-
straints and has resorted to relatively less reliable methods dur-
ing investigations. Hopefully, developing nations too will
follow suit in utilizing this technology to its potential.
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